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THEY SAY  The MCAS represents a high academic standard that gives all students something to strive for.  The graduation requirement ensures that they treat their schoolwork seriously.








WE SAY  Higher standards should be achieved through better schools and improved instruction.  An overbearing test is not a proper way of motivating students and its one-size-fits-all nature makes it an imprecise measurement of performance for many of the students.








WHAT'S BEST  Safe schools with small classes that emphasize in-depth teaching of a well designed curriculum in a way that is uniformly challenging to all students, the best and the weakest.
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WHAT'S BEST A graduation requirement that is based on "a variety of assessment instruments", including "consideration of work samples, projects and portfolios", and "the cultural and language diversity of students", as required by the Education Reform Act of 1993.





WE SAY The requirement is unfair because many students have not been taught what is covered by the test and because a one-size-fits-all test, even if it lasts eight days, cannot do justice to twelve years of learning.








THEY SAY MCAS graduation requirement gives students a diploma that stands for something.








WHAT'S BEST A system analogous to the one used for charter schools, based on a number of factors that are summarized in reports submitted by schools.  The state should specify the format of these reports.





WE SAY The MCAS gives us just one number that by itself cannot represent the many issues that affect the performance of a school.  A school with high scores may be underperforming, while a school with low scores may be doing an excellent job of preventing kids from dropping out.








THEY SAY The MCAS lets us know how well the schools are teaching our children.








WHAT'S BEST Implement the Education Reform Act as it was originally conceived.





WE SAY There is nothing in the Education Reform Act that resembles the MCAS.  Instead, there are separate testing requirements: a graduation test of basic skills, and a frameworks-conformance test for school accountability.








THEY SAY MCAS has been developed in compliance with the Education Reform Act of 1993.








WHAT'S BEST The Education Reform Act of 1993 calls for a test of "a mastery of a common core of skills" and in section 1D it describes what such a test should include.  The graduation requirement should be based on a reasonable set of basic skills, omitting the difficult questions aimed at college-bound students.





WE SAY The MCAS covers a lot more than basic skills.








THEY SAY The MCAS graduation requirement is necessary so no one graduates without the basic skills.








WHAT'S BEST The MCAS should not be promoted to be what it is not.





WE SAY  It is a stretch to think that history of Egypt or matrix operations are necessary, while computer skills, creativity, artistic talents, organizational aptitudes, inventiveness, imagination, adaptability to change, etc. are not tested.








THEY SAY The MCAS represents knowledge that is necessary to cope in the modern world.








WHAT'S BEST A much shorter test would be equally useful in tracking the implementation of the frameworks.





WE SAY The MCAS is helpful in implementing the curriculum frameworks, but it should only be used as an aggregate measure, without reporting scores of individual students.








THEY SAY The MCAS is necessary to ensure rapid implementation of the curriculum frameworks.








WHAT'S BEST  A balanced approach that incorporates the frameworks, while leaving enough time for exploring, creating, investigating, and learning subjects that are not covered by the test.





WE SAY  Practicing for the test makes sense, but things go too far when art, music, gym and innovative programs are eliminated to give more time for test preparation.








THEY SAY The material covered by the test represents important knowledge, so it is worthwhile to be teaching to the test.








WHAT'S BEST Postpone the testing until a suitable set of guides for special accommodations can be established.





WE SAY The special accommodations are inadequate and the proposed alternative assessments are overly complicated and overly restrictive.








THEY SAY There are provisions for accommodating students with special needs and we are working on alternative assessment for extreme cases.  Federal law requires full participation of students with disabilities in state testing programs.








WHAT'S BEST A test of this magnitude should be subjected to a rigorous validation program (no validation program is currently in place).





WE SAY The test contains confusing questions.  The 6 million open-response questions are graded by 800 out-of-state contractors, half of whom do not have any teaching experience and a third do not have a college degree.  Students who do well on national tests get needs-improvement scores on the MCAS.  There is no proven record that it correlates well with individual success.








THEY SAY The MCAS is an accurate test of student's knowledge.








WHAT'S BEST Ensure that the schools are clean and safe and that there are enough books and supplies.  Reduce class size.  After-school tutoring and summer sessions are not enough.  We need imaginative programs that attack the underlying causes of poor performance.





WE SAY The MCAS demoralizes these kids, causing more of them to drop out – an effect that is contrary to the objectives of the reform.  These kids don't need a test that reveals nothing new.








THEY SAY The MCAS will help the inner-city kids because it will whip their schools into shape.  It will stop the practice of undeserved promotions and replace it with genuine education.








WHAT'S BEST The MCAS has become unnecessarily controversial and politicized.  The Board of Education should take the initiative and restore the now-almost-forgotten  "collaborative energy" among schools, communities and the state.





WE SAY Our education system is envied in other countries because it produces so many entrepreneurs, inventors, and creative thinkers.  It is not in trouble, although it could be improved in many places.  The MCAS represents only one facet of a complex problem.








THEY SAY Our education system is in trouble and to fix it we need the accountability that the MCAS facilitates.








WHAT'S BEST  A rational minimum-competency test that is separate from a test used for evaluating schools.





WE SAY  Failure rates of 30% in our best schools indicate a test that is not matched to what's being taught.  We are burdening our kids with the implementation of the reform by making them accountable for material that their schools were unable to teach.








THEY SAY  High failure rates are disappointing, but with extra effort, targeted assistance, and volunteer tutoring most kids will be able to pass.  Once the MCAS results count for graduation, students will work harder, further reducing the failure rate.








WHAT'S BEST Use proven, reliable nationwide standardized diagnostic tests.





WE SAY Most teachers already know the strengths and shortcomings of their pupils.  The half a year delay between the test and when the scores are received reduces the value of the test as a diagnostic tool.








THEY SAY The MCAS provides the teachers with valuable information about student's strengths and shortcomings.








WHAT'S BEST Unwavering support of the public education system, especially by state officials entrusted with leading and evaluating our schools.





WE SAY The Board of Education has strong connections with The Pioneer Institute – a conservative think-tank.  The Board's decisions are often aligned with Pioneer's philosophy.  We believe that education policy should be based on education research and consensus, not on specific political agenda.








THEY SAY Public schools are failing – just look at the low MCAS scores.  State funding of schools should be tied to their MCAS performance.  Parents should be given more choices with school vouchers and charter schools.








WHAT'S BEST Let the state auditors deal with funding accountability.





WE SAY An auditor would not be satisfied with just one number per school, and neither should we.








THEY SAY The MCAS provides the principle means of accountability for the billions of dollars that the state has spent on the education reform.
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